
Honors English 9 
2020-2021 Summer Reading Assignment 
Welcome to Honors English 9! The focus of this class is for students to develop skills in analysis, 
command of evidence, and critical thinking. This rigorous course requires commitment and 
self-discipline. In order to prepare for the course, students are required to complete summer reading. 
Below is a breakdown of what you will read over the summer and what is expected of you post-reading. 
Students who fail to complete the summer assignments will risk the opportunity to continue with the 
course. 

Contact Information 
Hripsime Moskovian   
Hripsimem@villagechristian.org  

Google Classroom 
I will be using Google Classroom in order to communicate with you throughout the summer. Please join 
using the code pngvx7m. 
Reading Assignment 
Honors English 9 will focus on the theme of identity and the ways in which our surroundings influence 
how we define ourselves. In order to prepare to discuss these topics, you will 
read and annotate ONE of the following two texts: 

1) A Separate Peace by John Knowles (Scriber edition) 
2) I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai (DO NOT purchase the Young 

Reader’s edition ) 

As you read whichever book you choose, highlight passages that you think 
are important. Additionally, annotate (take notes in the margins). If you are 
unfamiliar with annotating, to the best of your ability, make observations, 
draw conclusions, or ask questions. Do not merely highlight passages, but do your best to become 
engaged with the book. This will help you with any analytical assignments you will have. Be ready for a 
culminating exam and/or writing assignment to be done within the first few weeks of school. 

Due Date: An annotated copy of the book is due on the first day that we are back on campus. 
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Concepts to Consider While Reading & Annotating 
While both books are different in genre and content, they each deal with similar themes. Examine the 
topics below and use them as a lens with which you approach your reading: 

1) Growing Up 
2) Identity 
3) Conformity 
4) Societal Values 
5) How many different ways does society 

define us? 
6) What labels does society place on us? 

7) What labels do we place on ourselves? 
8) How and why do we accept or reject 

these labels? 
9) How does the world around me 

influence my behavior? 
10) How do I feel about myself? 

 
Dialectical Journal 
Once you are done with your chosen book, you will create a dialectical journal. Divide your dialectical 
journal into three columns: 

1) The first column will be for meaningful passages/quotes (include chapter/page #). 
2) The second column will be for a brief summary/paraphrase of the passage. 
3) The third column will be for analysis of the passage and its significance. Some ideas for how to 

analyze a quote: 
▪ Discuss how the quote shows the personality traits of a character 
▪ Describe a theme/main idea that is revealed by the quote 
▪ Analyze a literary device and how it’s used to add meaning to the story 
▪ Explain how your passage gives meaning or teaches the reader about the 

setting (place and time period) 
▪ Identify a symbol (character, object, place, event, etc.) and explain what you 

think it represents 

Select 10 meaningful passages/quotes that adequately draw from the beginning, middle, and end of the 
book. Make sure the quotes are in chronological order. There is no minimum or maximum length for 
quotations or analysis. Each person’s dialectical journal will look different depending on formatting. You 
may choose to have a cover page for your dialectical journal. Make sure your name is included. A sample 
has been done for you. 

Due Date: Typed and printed dialectical journals are due on the first day that we are back on 
campus. Digital copies will be submitted onto www.turnitin.com and Google Classroom once school 
begins in order to ensure none of the assignments are plagiarized. Students suspected of any form 
of plagiarism (getting information from the Internet or using others’ work) will be held accountable 
and not be allowed to make up  the assignment. There will be a 10% deduction on the grade you 
earn for each day that the assignment is late. After one week, dialectical journals will not be 
accepted and the student will earn a zero. 
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Sample Dialectical Journal Entry 
Meaningful Passage/Quote Summary Analysis/Observations 

“I was a girl in a land where rifles 
are fired in celebration of a som, 
while daughters are hidden way 
behind a curtain, their role in life 
simply to prepare food and give 
birth to children.” pg.13  

 

 

 

 

 

This quote introduces us to the 
world that Malala is raised in. She 
is raised in a place where the girls 
are not even celebrated when they 
are born. They are treated as child 
givers and cooks of the house. For 
boys, however, their births are 
celebrated with rifles and parties. 
From birth, girls are persecuted 
and oppressed by society and by 
their own families.  

 
 

 
 

 

This quote perfectly encapsulates 
the environment that Malala was 
born into. Throughout their whole 
lives women are shunned and 
labeled and cooks and child givers. 
However, Malala’s father does not 
believe in a society that treats 
women as accessories. He believes 
that women should have just as 
many rights as men. Even in his 
own house, he treats his wife and 
daughter with just as much care as 
his sons. This makes him stand out 
in the community. Everyday, he 
demonstrates and fights for 
equality.  

 

Dialectical Journal Grading Matrix 

 Quote Summary Analysis  

Quote #1 _______/15 _______/15 _______/15 

Quote #2 _______/15 _______/15 _______/15 

Quote #3 _______/15 _______/15 _______/15 

Quote #4 _______/15 _______/15 _______/15 

Quote #5 _______/15 _______/15 _______/15 

Quote #6 _______/15 _______/15 _______/15 

Quote #7 _______/15 _______/15 _______/15 

Quote #8 _______/15 _______/15 _______/15 

Quote #9 _______/15 _______/15 _______/15 

Quote #10 _______/15 _______/15 _______/15 

Dialectical Journal Total _______/150 

 



Dialectical Journal Rubric 
 Level “A”  

(90-100 points) 
Level “B”  

(80-89 points) 
Level “C”  

(70-79 points) 
Level “D”  

(50-69 points) 
 

Selected 
Quotations & 

Passages 

Meaningful 
quotations 
selected. 
Appropriate 
attention is paid to 
seemingly 
insignificant 
details. 

Good quotations 
and passages are 
selected, but some 
are less 
meaningful. 

Few good 
quotations and 
passages selected. 

Hardly any good 
quotations and 
passages selected. 

 
Interpretation 

Thoughtful, 
mature, and 
engaging. Avoids 
cliché and delves 
into themes. 

Intelligent analysis. 
Discusses themes 
generally. 

Sometimes vague, 
unsupported 
analysis. Some 
plot summary 
seen. 

Basic plot 
summaries and 
paraphrases. 

 
Coverage of 

Text 

Dialectical journal 
thoroughly covers 
the entire novel. 

Journal covers only 
the most important 
parts of the text. 

Journal covers 
most parts, but 
some portions are 
disregarded. 

Huge portions of 
the novel are 
disregarded. 

 
Presentation 

Neat, organized, 
looks professional, 
and follows 
directions.  

Neat and readable. 
Follows directions. 

Some portions are 
hard to read. Some 
directions have 
not been followed. 

Unprofessional 
presentation that is 
hard to read. Fails 
to follow most 
directions. 

 

 


